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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
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DATE:

Rotary International President to Visit [Club Name]
([City, date]) — The president of Rotary International, one of the world's largest humanitarian service organizations, will recognize the work of the Rotary Club of [name of club and project, and event information]. 
Kalyan Banerjee, a businessman from Gujarat, India will be the main speaker at the (insert event name), which begins at (time) at (Location with address). President Banerjee will focus his visit on [insert short description of a successful local project].[Insert further description of local project example, including beneficiaries, etc.]

Banerjee, a member of Rotary since 1972, and the international organization’s third president from India said, “I am honored to lead Rotary as its 101st president.” Banerjee added that Rotary's strengths include its ability to attract leaders from different vocations around the world, as well as its role in promoting peace. "My goal is for Rotary to become the preferred organization for today's generation to join and participate in, to make the world better, safer and happier," he said. 

As president, Banerjee oversees Rotary’s top priority of eradicating polio, a crippling and potentially fatal disease that still threatens children in Africa and Asia. Since 1985, Rotary club members worldwide have contributed more than US$1 billion and countless volunteer hours to the effort. Rotary is also working to raise an additional $200 million to fulfill its commitment for a $355 million challenge grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Great progress has been made, and the incidence of paralytic polio infection has plunged worldwide from 350,000 cases in 1988 to fewer than 1,300 in 2010. 

Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders who provide humanitarian service and help to build goodwill and peace in the world.  There are 1.2 million Rotary members in 34,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas.  Rotary clubs have been serving communities worldwide for more than a century.  Rotary clubs around the world, initiate projects that address critical issues such as hunger, poverty, disease and illiteracy. For more information, visit www.rotary.org.  For visual materials go to: http://rotary.org/mediacenter 

Banerjee is a director of United Phosphorus Limited, the largest Indian agrochemical manufacturer, and the chair of United Phosphorus (Bangladesh) Limited. He is a member of the Indian Institute of Chemical Engineers and the American Chemical Society, a past president of Vapi Industries Association, and former chair of the Gujarat chapter of the Confederation of Indian Industry. 
###
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