Sample Letter to the Editor

When Rotary is not recognized in a news article

Dear Editor, 

In a recent report on the global effort to eradicate polio (Title of article, date), a major player on the eradication team was not recognized: Rotary International.

Rotary, a humanitarian service organization with nearly 33,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas, made polio eradication its top priority in 1985.  In fact, Rotary’s vision of a polio-free world inspired the creation of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), which is today spearheaded by the World Health Organization, Rotary International, UNICEF and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

As the volunteer arm and lead private sector contributor in the GPEI, Rotary to date has contributed US$700 million, and its members have logged countless volunteer hours to immunize more than two billion children in 122 countries.    

Yet today the GPEI faces severe funding shortages.  In response, Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation formed a partnership in 2007 to inject an additional $200 million into the eradication effort.  Rotary received a generous $100 million challenge grant from the Gates Foundation, and our 1.2 million members pledged to match it dollar-for-dollar over three years to reach the $200 million total.

(Insert local example here of volunteer and fundraising efforts for polio eradication.)

As a result of these unique partnerships, polio cases worldwide have been slashed by 99 percent; five million cases of paralysis have been prevented; and 250,000 pediatric deaths from polio have been averted.  

No single organization could have achieved this alone. As the world stands on the verge of victory over polio, it is more important now than ever to teach the world that amazing things can happen when forces join together for a common good. Your readers can join the fight to end polio by visiting www.rotary.org/endpolio. 

Signed
EN


