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On behalf of the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation, I extend to you a hearty welcome to this Rotary International Convention in Los Angeles. This week has been a wonderful example of how Rotary Shares our friendship and fellowship. I am with you today to talk briefly about the Foundation goals for the 2008-09 Rotary year. 

A story is told about the vision of Michelangelo. He saw an odd-shaped block of rough marble that had been put aside by a builder.

“What are you going to do with this marble?” asked the sculptor.

“Nothing,” the builder replied. “It is useless.”

“It is not useless”, said Michelangelo, “send it over to my studio. There is an angel imprisoned in that block that I must free.”

For all of our labors since 1985, global eradication of polio is one angel that must be freed now. In 1985, we made a promise to the children of the world to eradicate polio. My friends, yesterday you heard from our chair and from all of our partners in the eradication effort: We are clear in our purpose — we will keep our promise. We will eradicate polio. And that, of course, must be our first goal for next year. 

Dear family of Rotary, the first obligation we learn after joining Rotary is the payment of dues, some of which go toward supporting Rotary International. The Rotary Foundation, on the other hand, is supported solely by voluntary contributions from Rotarians and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a better world. These contributions are made to the Annual Programs Fund and to the Permanent Fund, which I call the twin pillars of support for The Rotary Foundation.

Annual giving is the cornerstone of the Foundation’s funding efforts and provides the fuel that runs the Foundation programs. To refuse to adequately support Every Rotarian, Every Year is like refusing oxygen to a living being. If every Rotarian gives at least US$100 every year, this translates to more than $120 million annually — money that will allow us to provide clean water, alleviate poverty, and fight hunger and illiteracy, to mention but a few of the worthy projects our Foundation supports.

Let us remember that ours is no longer a small foundation addressing small needs. We are part of a public-private partnership that is working toward global polio eradication. We are supporting large-scale health projects throughout the developing world and becoming increasingly involved in solving the problems of water management. With our strong grassroots presence and our growing international prominence, The Rotary Foundation has the potential to take on larger projects that tackle issues we have come to understand well, provided we have sufficient financial resources. 

To do that, we need a strong endowment that will continue to grow and provide support for the future. This is our second pillar of support, the Permanent Fund. Members of the family of Rotary, I trust you will agree that our second goal must be to embrace the twin pillars of support for The Rotary Foundation through the Annual Programs Fund and the Permanent Fund.

For 2008-09, our third goal is a brand-new goal of achievable prospect. It is a “lend a hand” initiative to help permanently establish the Rotary World Peace Fellowships program and to support the final stages of global polio eradication. I call it Your Foundation/Our Foundation.

As you may know, many Rotary clubs and districts have their own endowment funds or foundations, some of which have greater funds than our Rotary Foundation. In the past, The Rotary Foundation has sometimes viewed these entities as competitors for Rotarian contributions, but I would like to change that perspective. I would like to see our relationship move from that of competitors to partners. Specifically, I would like us to become partners, working together to fully endow the Rotary Centers for International Studies in peace and conflict resolution and to make our dream of a polio-free world a reality. 

The Your Foundation/Our Foundation initiative will not require individual sacrifice. But it will enable Rotarians to support the peace program and polio eradication through their club and district foundations. Family of Rotary, I believe that a gentle approach and a plea that these Rotary entities commit not less than 10 percent of their funds to support these programs will free at least a dozen more angels. Some senior leaders have been asked to approach the various club and district foundations, and it is my hope they will succeed.

It is abundantly clear to all of us how endless is the need for help in our world, how limitless the opportunities for service. Poverty, disease, ignorance, and hatred cast dark shadows, and The Rotary Foundation shines a light into these dark corners, bringing life, inspiration, and hope. Through these humanitarian efforts and our leadership in global polio eradication, The Rotary Foundation has gained prominence on the world stage. Governments trust us, and nongovernmental organizations want to partner with us to achieve mutual goals. Our careful stewardship of funds has been recognized as well. 

But there is much more we can do, and now is the ideal time to do it. Our fourth goal — to collaborate with Rotary International to further enhance Rotary’s public image — will bring our Foundation even more recognition. 

All of us here at this convention know that every day, Rotarians are doing good in the world. And yet the larger public does not know about it. Often we keep silent about our actions, in many cases out of simple humility. But I think we need to do more to publicize our achievements. We need to promote what Rotary does in our communities and throughout the world. Better public acknowledgment will help us attract new members to our Rotary clubs and new donors to our Foundation. The real job of promoting Rotary has to be done at the grassroots level. It is up to each and every club to work with their local media to make sure that the community recognizes Rotary’s good work. 

Our fifth goal is to participate in implementing the Future Vision Plan of our Rotary Foundation. At their April meeting, the Trustees made considerable progress in laying the groundwork for what The Rotary Foundation will look like over the next 5, 10, and 20 years. I am equally happy to report that the RI Board of Directors endorsed the plan just last week. I encourage all of you to join us for the Future Vision workshop this afternoon in Room 151 to learn more about this strategic initiative to make our Foundation simple, efficient, and able to meet the needs of the ages.

So, family of Rotary, these are our goals for 2008-09:

First, keep our promise to eradicate polio.

Second, embrace the twin pillars of support for The Rotary Foundation: the Annual Programs Fund through Every Rotarian, Every Year and the Permanent Fund.

Third, participate in Your Foundation/Our Foundation, a “lend a hand” program for sharing funds from club and district foundations to permanently establish the Rotary World Peace Fellowships program and support global polio eradication.

Fourth, enhance Rotary’s public image.

Fifth, support the Future Vision Plan of The Rotary Foundation.

I thank you for this opportunity to share with you our goals for next year. I hope you will embrace them as your goals as well, and that you will join with me next year as we Make Dreams Real. 
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